Most insects do not have common names, and this is a significant barrier to public interest in them, and to their study by non-specialists. This holds for even highly familiar insect groups such as ants. Here, I propose common names for all major native Australian ant genera and species-groups, as well as for many of the most abundant and distinctive species. Sixty-two genera, 142 species-groups and 50 species are given names. The naming system closely follows taxonomic structure; typically a genus is given a general common name, under which species-group and species names are nested.
INTRODUCTION
Common names are powerful aids for the popular communication of information about plant and animal species. Such names use familiar and easily remembered words, in contrast to the taxonomic nomenclature that is so daunting for most people without formal scientific training. All higher-profile vertebrates and vascular plants have widely accepted common names. These increase the accessibility of these species to a wide public audience, and promote interest in them. In contrast, the vast majority of insects and other arthropods have no common name beyond the ordinal level, unless they are important pests (Naumann 1993) . Relatively high-profile groups such as butterflies are notable exceptions (Miller 1992; Braby 2000) , and the availability of common names helps attract public interest in them (Braby et al . 1997) .
For most insect groups, however, a lack of common names consigns them to public obscurity. It also puts them in the 'too-hard basket' from the perspective of most amateur naturalists and indeed, many researchers with a background in traditional wildlife biology. In short, a lack of common names would appear to be one reason why the study of most insect groups remains largely within the exclusive domain of specialist entomologists. Given Australia's relatively small number of specialist entomologists, particularly when measured against its 'megadiverse' insect fauna, anything that promotes public interest in insects should be encouraged.
Ants are one of the most familiar groups of insects throughout the world, and are arguably the most important faunal group in the Australian environment (Matthews & Kitching 1984) . They are widely used as biological indicators of ecosystem health (Majer 1983; Andersen 1990 ). In the face of such prominence, there is a remarkable lack of common names for ants. To most Australians, there are just three types of ant: bull ants (typically referring to species of Myrmecia spp.), sugar ants (usually Camponotus spp.), and 'little black ones' (the remaining several thousand Australian species). Here, I attempt to redress this situation by proposing common names for all major native Australian ant genera and species-groups, as well as for many abundant and distinctive species.
PROPOSED ANT COMMON NAMES
Proposed common names, and explanations for them, for 62 genera, 142 species-groups and 50 species of Australian ants are presented in Appendix I, Table A1 . Species-groups follow Andersen (1991a Andersen ( , 2000 , and authorities for genera and species are listed in Taylor and Brown (1985) and Shattuck (1999) .
The system of common names closely follows taxonomic structure. Each genus is given a general common name, under which species-group and species names are nested. The advantage of this approach is that the common names reflect higher taxa and therefore indicate systematic relationships (Miller 1992; Braby et al . 1997) . A disadvantage is that species-level names are composed of multiple words, which can be rather cumbersome. However, this would seem inevitable when dealing with highly diverse genera containing poorly known species, with no history of common names. Moreover, names at the species-group or genus level will suffice for most popular communication about ants, particularly given that most Australian species do not even have scientific names.
EXISTING ANT COMMON NAMES
The online catalogue of Australian Insect Common Names (AICN) (CSIRO 2001) lists common names for 15 native Australian ant species and three genera. In many cases the names proposed here are consistent with these ( (Andersen 1991b ). Species of the hartmeyeri group are specialist harvesters (Table 1) , but some other groups do not appear to be at all granivorous.
• Polyrhachis ornata (golden ant). Species from a range of genera are covered with golden pubescence, and such pubescence occurs independently within several subgenera of Polyrhachis . The term 'golden' is therefore not very informative.
• Rhytidoponera spp. (greenhead ants). The term 'greenhead ant' is commonly applied to a species of the metallica group in south-eastern Queensland, but a green head is not at all characteristic of the genus. 
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